Social Studies and World Citizenship

in times of peace as well as in the more difficult times of
war. An instructed public opinion is not so readily deceived
by pseudo-scientific arguments, claims and advertisements:
but the quack still earns a living far too easily.

The cultural side refers to the effects of science on the
minds of children and of the men and women they will
become. " Of all the claims made for the inclusion of
science in a school curriculum, the strongest undoubtedly
is that which stresses the cultural value which the subject
possesses." J The cultural value of science is derived from
its many lessons. We learn of the littleness of our powers
and actions, and at the same time we are encouraged to
increase them by observing, thinking and planning. The
cultural side of science teaching brings it into close relation
with all our efforts of every kind to make the pupils see
what is good and beautiful. It may give them happy
interests in their leisure time.

The humanities and science should work together.
Whatever is done at the dictates of the humanities is based
upon observation of the world, its natural processes, and of
the behaviour of living beings. While the humanities study
the doings of men, natural science helps to explain their con-
duct ; while the humanities teach us to work for the common
good, science shows how to make goodwill more effective.

Few of the children we teach will become research
scientists, but all of them will grow into citizens, who as
a part of the State ought to take an interest in public well-
being, the health and happiness of their fellows, and all
will carry with them to the end of their days a living body
obeying certain laws. The Board of Education Pamphlet
No. 89 says: " A knowledge of the facts and principles
gained by scientific workers should result IB a more rational
mode of life ; not only is such knowledge of benefit to the
individual, but to the community as a whole ".

* From the Report on the Teaching of General Science prepared
for the Science Masters' Association.
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